D
P
S

Newsletter
LIGHTING THE WAY
Series 35, Issue 10

October 2018

OCTOBER IS PUBLIC POWER MONTH
Nebraska has the distinction of being the only state in the U.S. where every single home and business receives electric service from publicly owned utilities. Southern Power District is proud to be your partner in
power, as our mission statement declares, we "safely provide our customers with highly reliable and competitively priced electricity, superior customer service and innovative energy solutions.
RELIABLE SERVICE
As the years go by, your needs and expectations for electric service have evolved. As you introduce new
technologies into your homes, farms and businesses, we are constantly examining new technologies that
can improve upon your already reliable electric service. As we explore new technologies, we evaluate our
system to assure we are standing ready with facilities that meet your changing needs.
COMPETITIVELY PRICED
We work hard to keep energy costs affordable while serving the long-term needs of our rural customers and
communities. Our locally-elected board establishes rates, and finances system improvements with revenue
bonds that are exempt from federal income tax. We keep close watch over our operations, ensuring that
investments in our system and service bring you the benefits that you deserve.
SUPERIOR CUSTOMER SERVICE
Customer service representatives and field crews are local residents who are able to provide reliable, responsive service. We are staffed with exceptional employees that carry out service requirements when you
need them most.
INNOVATIVE ENERGY SOLUTIONS
We contribute to our communities by offering energy efficiency programs for residents and businesses. We
explore opportunities to deliver reliable electricity to our communities that assure responsible practices to
our environment and provide for the economic well being of the communities we serve.
We are grateful for the opportunity to serve our customers, and will continue to strive to deliver the benefits
of our public power system to all who we serve.

Look Up. Look Out. LIVE As You Harvest

The end of the farming season is in sight! As you gear up
to bring in your harvest in the coming weeks, remember to keep
electrical safety at the top of your mind and LOOK UP, LOOK
OUT, and LIVE. Take the time now to review these basic tips before
you begin your work:
• Every day, review all upcoming tasks for yourself. Discuss
those tasks with other farm workers and identify potential
hazards.
• Identify the location of power poles and lines. When
passing equipment near electrical facilities, maintain a
distance of AT LEAST 10 feet.
• Be watchful when raising augers or the bed of a grain truck. It can be difficult to estimate
distance, especially if you are fatigued. Always enlist in the assistance of a spotter to
avoid contact with the line.
• Always adjust portable augers or elevators to their lowest possible level – under 14 feet –
before moving or transporting them. You cannot predict the results when wind, uneven
ground, shifting weight, or other conditions are added to the mix.
• NEVER raise or move a power line to clear a path.
• Be careful not to raise any equipment or objects such as ladders, poles, or irrigation pipe
into power lines. As with all other equipment maintain a distance of AT LEAST 10 feet, and
maintain an even further distance if you are experiencing wind.

Safety and Public Power Demonstrated!
Southern Power District provided Hotline Demonstrations to visitors to the Nebraska State Fair and Husker
Harvest Days recently, in cooperation with other public power districts from across Nebraska. At the fair, our
men interacted with families and children to discuss the
dangers of electricity at home, and outdoors. At Husker
Harvest Days, the discussions with visitors turned primarily
to settings on farms and in fields. It is always a pleasure to
emphasize the dangers and answer your questions!
NEBRASKA STATE FAIR
Be watching in coming weeks, Southern will have
a presence at Palmer Days at the end of September,
and will also be in attendance at the Doniphan Fall Festival. At these events, we will give folks a glimpse at an
all electric Chevy Bolt. We will stay in each town immediately following the parades to give folks a closer look
at this vehicle, and answer any questions you may have
about these vehicles and how charging units can be
integrated into your home. We hope to see you there!

HUSKER HARVEST DAYS

Grant Checks Presented to Community Projects

Children from Naponee enjoyed
the new playground facilities at
their local park on the afternoon
of Sunday, September 2nd. This
project received a $2,500 grant
earlier this year.
A ribbon cutting was held at
the Fall Festival in Wilcox on
Saturday, September 15th. The
new digital message board
was funded in part by a $2,500
grant from the Operation
ROUND UP program.

It has been our pleasure to join in community events recently to celebrate the distribution of Operation ROUND UP funds to
some incredible improvements in local communities. This is an
ongoing program, with grant applications reviewed on a quarterly basis. To learn more about projects that may qualify in your
community, contact LeAnne Doose at Southern Power District.

Employee News
Tyler Fuelberth recently accepted a position
working in Southern's Central City as an Apprentice
Lineworker. Tyler has been employed with Southern for
nearly two years and has served in that time on our
District Construction Crew.
Ben Goracke recently joined our team as an
Apprentice Lineworker, and is working on the District
Construction Crew, which is based out of Grand Island.
We wish both of these men the best in their new roles!
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Linemen Shine at Rodeo
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The Nebraska Lineworkers Rodeo
was held at the Nebraska State Fair in
August, and this year, six men from Southern
Power District displayed skills and teamwork
that deserve much recognition.
Two men competed in the
Apprentice Lineworker division, including
Tyler Fuelberth and Sam Gnagy. Two
Journeymen Teams from Southern joined the
competition this year, including Matt
Lovejoy/Zach Butt, and Myles Butt/Travis
Forbis. We are very pleased with the efforts
of all six of these men!
This event provides an
opportunity for participating
lineworkers to highlight their
unique talents, and the
challenging and dangerous work
they do every day to electrify
homes, farms and businesses.
The rodeo provides an
opportunity for these men to
demonstrate their ethics of
teamwork, and they learn new
skills from one another.
Several awards were
received from our competing lineworkers:
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TEAM HURT MAN RESCUE:
APPRENTICE HURT MAN RESCUE:
Matt Lovejoy/Zach Butt 3rd Place Sam Gnagy
3rd Place
OBSTACLE COURSE:
SERVICE DROP:
Matt Lovejoy/Zach Butt 3rd Place Sam Gnagy

3rd Place

JOURNEYMAN OVERALL:
Matt Lovejoy/Zach Butt 2nd Place

APPLE DUMPLING ROLL-UPS
INGREDIENTS:
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3 C. all-purpose flour
2 tsp. baking powder
1-1/2 tsp. salt
3 T cold butter, cubed
1-1/3 C. 2% milk
3/4-1 C. packed brown sugar
2 tsp. ground cinnamon

DIRECTIONS:

• 4 C. chopped apples
(4 medium)
SAUCE:
• 1-1/2 C. sugar
• 1-1/2 C. water
• 2 T all-purpose flour
• 1 T butter
• 1 tsp. ground cinnamon
n

1. Preheat oven to 350°. In a large bowl, whisk flour, baking powder and salt. Cut in butter
until mixture resembles coarse crumbs. Add milk; stir just until moistened (dough will be soft
and sticky).
2. Turn dough onto a floured surface. Roll into an 18x12-in. rectangle. Sprinkle brown sugar
and cinnamon to within 1 in. of edges; top with apples. Roll up jelly-roll style, starting
with a long side; pinch seam to seal. Using a serrated knife, cut into 12 slices. Place in a
greased 13x9-in. baking pan, cut side down.
3. In a small saucepan, combine sauce ingredients; bring to a boil, whisking to blend. Cook
and stir 3-4 minutes or until thickened. Pour over top.
4. Bake, uncovered, 45-55 minutes or until golden brown and bubbly. Let stand 10 minutes
before serving.

