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We are pleased to have two
new employees serving the customers
of Southern Public Power District.
Sam Gnagy joined the SPPD
team as an Apprentice Lineman in our
Hastings Service Area. Sam is a graduate of Northeast Community College
of Norfolk, and completed the Utility
Lineworker Program. He previously
worked as a lineman for a private
company.
Edin Terzic, a native of Lincoln,
NE, has joined our team as an Electrical
Engineer. He graduated in December
from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln
with a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Electrical Engineering.
We wish these two men the best
as they begin their careers with SPPD.

MACARONI & BEEF CASSEROLE
2 quarts water
Salt to taste
1 ½ C elbow macaroni
1 T olive oil
1 C chopped onions
¼ C chopped celery
¼ C chopped green pepper
2 tsp finely chopped garlic
1 lb. lean ground beef, chuck or

tsp. dried)
2 T chopped fresh basil or Italian parsley
½ C canned, crushed tomatoes
2 T butter
2 T flour
2 C milk
2 C cubed or shredded Cheddar cheese
 Cayenne pepper to taste
round steak
 Freshly ground pepper to taste ¼ tsp freshly grated nutmeg
1 T chopped fresh oregano (or 1 2 T grated Parmesan cheese
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(IN CASE YOU MISSED IT)

As announced in
last month’s newsletter,
Southern Public
Power District customers
will see

NO RATE INCREASE
in 2017.

We are excited here at Southern Public Power District to step boldly into a brand new
year. As we look toward our goals for 2017, we are focused on our ongoing commitment to
provide you with reliable and affordable electricity and service. To achieve this, we have a
very full work plan established for the next 12 months that will help us to keep that promise to
you for years to come.
We invite you to tune in and watch as we share with you the progress throughout the
upcoming year. We will also share information with you about how to achieve the greatest value from your electrical service, and how to live and work with electricity, safely.

TO FIT THIS RECIPE INSIDE YOUR INDEX CARD FILE—FOLD HERE

PREPARATION:
 Bring the water with salt to a boil. Add the macaroni; stir and simmer until tender,

about 5 minutes. Do not overcook. Drain and rinse under cold water.
 In a skillet, heat the oil and add the onions, celery, green pepper and garlic. Cook,

stirring, until softened. Add the meat, salt and pepper. Cook, stirring, until the meat
loses its red color. Add the oregano, basil and tomatoes. Cook, stirring, for 5
minutes. Add cooked macaroni. Blend well and set aside. Keep warm.
 Meanwhile, melt the butter in a saucepan, and stir in the flour with a wire whisk until
well blended. Add the milk, stirring rapidly, and bring to a simmer. Cook, stirring, for
about 5 minutes.
 Remove the sauce from the heat, and stir in the Cheddar cheese, cayenne, nutmeg, and more salt and pepper to taste. Stir until the cheese melts.
 Preheat broiler. Spoon the macaroni mixture into a 7X10X2.5-in. baking dish. Pour
cheese sauce evenly over the macaroni mixture. Sprinkle with Parmesan cheese,
and place under broiler (about 4 to 5 inches from the heat source) until it is hot,
bubbling and lightly browned.

We would like to extend a sincere thank
you to Richard Schaffert and Joel Kuehn,
who completed their current Board Member
terms for Southern Public Power District in
December.

Above: Chairman Rick Bergman presents a plaque to
Richard Schaffert, honoring 43 years of service to customers of Hamilton County.

2017 Energy Efficiency Incentive Programs

Seeking 2017 Scholarship Applicants

Southern will continue to offer a wide range of energy efficiency incentives for the upcoming
year. Below is a summary of the programs available, with complete details available at
www.southernpd.com.

With the flip of the calendar page, a new, big year has arrived for current seniors in high school. Students, as you start checking off the long list
of tasks you need to complete in the coming months, don’t forget to
check out our Scholarship Program.
For students interested in pursuing a career as a utility lineworker, this
scholarship offers $1,000 toward the cost of your education. The first half of
the scholarship is awarded upon the completion of your first year in
school. The second half is awarded upon your graduation.
In addition to the assistance provided by the scholarship funds, this
program also allows you to “test the waters” in this career, by completing
a 12-week internship with Southern Public Power District.
The application deadline will be here before you know it. If you are applying for this
scholarship, please submit your completed three-step application to Brad Kool at SPPD prior to
April 1, 2017. The application can be found on our website at www.southernpd.com.

FOR YOUR HOME

FOR YOUR BUSINESS

HIGH EFFICIENCY HEAT PUMP

COMMERCIAL LIGHTING

Available to customers who convert or upgrade their existing
heating and cooling system to an energy efficient, qualified
air or ground source heat pump.

Lighting technologies developed in the
past ten years can help cut your lighting
costs 30 to 60 percent while enhancing
lighting quality and reducing environmental impacts.

COOLING SYSTEM TUNE-UP
Incentive of $30 for a cooling system tune-up by an HVAC
contractor, once every three years.

COMMERCIAL HVAC
ATTIC INSULATION

If you have six inches or less insulation in your attic, add
at least six inches of R-19 and receive an incentive.
Incentive of 15 cents per square foot, maximum incentive
amount of $300 per existing residential dwelling. Incentive is
available to customers in electrically heated homes, or with
a dual fuel heat pump.

FOR YOUR IRRIGATION

IRRIGATION PUMP EFFICIENCY, &
IRRIGATION VFD-CORNER SYSTEMS
This program seeks to help irrigators utilize water and electric energy in the most efficient and cost-effective manner
possible. Operating costs can be managed better with investments in energy efficient technologies and practices.

Improving the performance of your
HVAC system saves energy, and can
have a positive impact on your building
occupants’ health, comfort and
productivity. A range of incentives is
available.

HVAC SYSTEM
OPTIMIZATION
By optimizing your building’s HVAC
system, you may save 10-20 percent or
more of your building’s energy costs.
Incentive requires a professional
evaluation, and recommendations
may be offset with monetary incentives.

VARIABLE FREQUENCY
DRIVE
VFD’s can reduce output by controlling
the motor rather than having the motor
work at a constant, almost full load and
adjusting the system to obtain a desired
result. $30 per horsepower incentive is
available.

ROUND UP Distributes Nearly $50,000 in Grants
Since its beginning in 2014, the Operation ROUND UP Program has
made a big difference in a variety of projects and efforts throughout the
area. Since the program was initiated, a total of $48,959 has been
awarded to applicants who have met the criteria for the program.
Successful applicants have included volunteer fire departments, local
parks, community centers, theatre organizations, school robotics clubs,
FFA groups, and more.
The program continues to seek applicants for grant funds. The
deadline for applications in the first quarter of 2017 is March 31, 2017. If you have any
questions about grant eligibility, check out the details at www.southenrpd.com/roundup, or
contact LeAnne Doose at Southern’s Grand Island office.

Oversized Loads Require Proof of Notification
When oversized loads are planned for transport, such as a pivot, building or other structure, we know there are many details for the task that can
be overwhelming. But considering the dangers these structures can cause
when transport occurs near power lines, notification to your power district is a
detail that must not be overlooked. And it is also required by law.
If a load is 16 feet or higher, the applicant for a permit must contact the
affected electric utilities in writing ten days prior to the scheduled transport.
Written acknowledgement from each affected electric utility must be carried
with the transporter as the load is moved through the area.
Failure to provide this proof upon request of law enforcement can result
in a $1,000 fine. Additionally, there are further fines imposed for the manipulation of utility infrastructure.
If you plan to facilitate a load that is oversized, and will be traveling through the District,
please fill out the OVERSIZED LOAD PROOF OF NOTIFICATION FORM located on our website. If you
have additional questions, please contact your local service center.

