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Introducing New
Leadership:
New members, new leadership,
and new terms of office...these were
some of the transitions that occurred at
the District’s Board of Directors meeting in
January.
First of all, we would like to introduce the two newest members of our
Board, Wayne Anderbery of Kearney
County, and Kevan Reeson of Hamilton
County. Both were elected to serve on
the District’s Board in November.
Anderbery and Reeson were administered the Oath of Office, along with
board members who were re-elected to
a new term, including Dana Meyer, Franklin County; Arlon Jacobitz, Adams County; Rick Bergman, Phelps County; and
Mike Lowry, Hall County.
(STORY CONTINUED, PAGE 2)

ABOVE: Attorney Dave Jarecke administered the Oath of Office
to newly elected and re-elected Board Members in January.

January On Ice
We would like to thank our customers for
your patience and partnership in working
through the ice storm in mid-January. While it
was not as devastating as the event ten years
ago, it was a significant event which required
much preparation and endurance as it passed
through.
Customers were affected in every county
we serve, but the hardest hit locations were our
Hastings and Grand Island service areas. Outages occurred during the storm, and continued
as melting ice caused broken tree limbs and
the weight of the ice brought lines to the
ground.
We thank our employees for their tremendous effort in serving our customers throughout
the storm event.
RELATED TOPIC: Were you prepared for this storm? Turn to
pages 2-3 for some tips!

Weather The Storm?
FOOD & WATER
Did you find yourself going to the grocery
store before the storm and stocking up with
enough food for an entire community? It is very
easy to get caught up in the “hoopla”, and to
overthink what your needs will be following a storm.
On the other hand, not taking enough consideration for your needs would be much worse. So how
should you plan?
The American Red Cross recommends that
you plan for your food and water supply for a three
-day period, at least. That would amount to one
gallon of water per person, per day. Your food requirements will depend upon the size of your family. Before you go to the store, make a list. Plan your
meals and snacks with consideration given to using
non-perishable food items. If you have small children, consider food items that will keep them content through the duration of the storm. If you have
the potential for housing neighbors during the
storm, plan ahead for those needs as well. And
don’t forget about your pets!
In addition to your drinking water needs, also
consider filling a bath tub with water. You can use
this water to flush your toilet, wash your hands in
your sink, and more.
SPECIAL NEEDS
If you have issues that require you to use
medical equipment, you will need to consider
some additional measures. If you have equipment
that provides battery power, make sure those are
fully charged.
Above all, it is a good idea to connect with
a friend or neighbor who can assist you during a
lengthy outage. And likewise, for those without
these issues, reach out and lend a hand and
check on neighbors who may be in need of some
help!
COMMUNICATION WITH SOUTHERN
Always keep our phone number within
reach. Should you lose power, we need to hear
from you by phone, power outages cannot be reported on social media.

Scholarship
Deadline
Approaching
Quickly
High school students, the
deadline to apply for a Utility
Lineworker Scholarship from
Southern is coming quickly! As you
are finalizing your long list of tasks
to close out your senior year, don’t
forget to put in your application!
For students interested in
pursuing a career as a utility
lineworker, this scholarship offers
$1,000 toward the cost of your
education. The first half of the
scholarship is awarded upon the
completion of your first year in
school. The second half is awarded
upon your graduation.
In addition to the assistance
provided by the scholarship funds,
this program also allows you to “test
the waters” in this career, by completing a 12-week internship with
Southern Public Power District.
The application deadline will
be here before you know it. If you
are applying for this scholarship,
please submit your completed
three-step application to Brad Kool
at SPPD prior to April 1, 2017. The
application can be found on our
website at www.southernpd.com.
Check out our Pinterest Page for some
helpful tips on how to assemble an
Emergency Preparedness Kit for your family.

“Winter Weather
Preparations”
Board

How Well Did You

KLUTE, BENSON, MEYER, JACOBITZ

Leadership (From Page 1)

Following the administration of
the Oath, the Board proceeded with
its reorganization process, electing its
executive officers to serve for a twoyear term. The Board elected Larry
Benson to serve as their Chairman.
Other officers elected were as follows:
Dean Klute, Vice Chairman; Arlon
Jacobitz, Secretary; and Dana Meyer,
Treasurer.
Board members were also assigned new roles to serve on a variety
of committees who are responsible for
studying topics of relevance to electric service in greater depth, such as
irrigation, legislation, finance and
more. We thank these men for assuming their new leadership roles.
With the changes in leadership,
we pause to recognize Director Rick
Bergman, who has served the past
two years as the Board’s Chairman.
He was presented with a plaque
which denoted his service.

The best time to plan for a disaster is
WELL BEFORE it happens. With the details and experiences of our most recent ice storm so fresh in
your mind, now would be a great time to consider changes to boost your preparedness for the
next storm. Are there any areas where you could
have been better prepared? Maybe there are
some factors you had not considered, that could
be helpful to you next time. Read through these
scenarios and be ready for our next weather
event!
GENERATORS
It never fails, when a major winter storm is
forecast, there is a surge of interest in acquiring a
generator to assist in lengthy power outages.
These tools are undoubtedly very helpful, but in
order to utilize them safely, we advise careful
planning. It can be very difficult in the days before a storm to find an available
electrician to help you upgrade
your electrical connections to
accommodate a generator.
If you have purchased a
Southern offers the
GenerlinkTM Transfer
generator recently, or if you are
Switch as an option to
interested in having one ready
safely connect a generator to your home.
for a future storm, plan now.
Contact Sam Reinke for
Make a call to an electrician
more information.
BEFORE the weather becomes
an imminent threat.
PHONE AVAILABILITY
These days, many people have eliminated
land line telephones and are utilizing cellular
phones only. If you do not have a land line telephone, do you have the ability to keep your cellular phone charged in a power outage?
There are options available for solar charging devices, but if the weather leaves you without sunshine, you will need another option. Make
certain you have a car charger and locate it
before the storm strikes. If your household has
more than one cellular phone in service, reserve
one phone for emergency contact purposes. Remember also to limit the use of battery-draining
phone apps.

Bill Payment Methods

ONLINE PAYMENT
By utilizing SmartHub, you can make payments for your Southern
Power District accounts with mobile and Web apps in a secure environment. You can also review your billing, usage and payment history; set up recurring credit card payments on SmartHub, as well.
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AUTO PAY
Auto Pay is an electronic funds transfer payment. Once you are
signed up, you will receive your billing notice(s) marked "Bill Paid By
Auto Pay". On the 15th of each month, funds are withdrawn from
your banking account in the amount due on your billing statement.

PRESIDENT/CEO:

PAY BY MAIL
You can mail your payment to Southern Power District, PO Box 1687,
Grand Island, NE 68802-1687. To be considered “timely”, payments
must be received at this address on, or before the 15th each
month. Please allow 3-5 days for delivery.

PHONE PAYMENT
Payments can be made by calling our Customer Services Department. You can pay using your credit/debit card, with no fees, and
we will also process a payment from your checking account by
phone. Payments can be made Monday-Friday, 8 AM—5 PM.

Neal F. Niedfeldt

SERVICE CENTERS:
Grand Island
Central City
Franklin
Hastings
Holdrege
Toll Free

(308) 384-2202
(308) 946-2964
(308) 425-6217
(402) 751-2535
(308)-995-5112
1-888-484-2470

WALK-IN/STOP BY
You can stop in to any of our area offices, according to the hours
listed below. Credit cards can be used at our Grand Island and
Franklin offices, all other locations will gladly accept your cash or
check payment.
Grand Island
4550 West Husker Highway
M-F, 8 AM—5 PM

GENERAL OFFICE:

384-2350 or 1-800-652-2013

Central City
1616 Highway 14
M-F, 8 AM—Noon

CUSTOMER SERVICE

381-5942, 1-800-579-3019

ON THE WEB AT:

www.southernpd.com
This newsletter is published
as a service to Southern
Power District’s customers.
Comments or questions?
Contact: LeAnne Doose, editor
(308) 384-2350, 1-800-652-2013
PO Box 1687
Grand Island, NE 68802-1687

Franklin
101 16th Avenue
M-F, 8 AM—5 PM

Hastings
7140 West Hwy 6
M-F, 8 AM—Noon

Holdrege
1605 East Hwy 6
M-F, 8 AM—Noon

All five locations have drop-boxes available for payments.

RED VELVET CUPCAKES

 1/2 C. butter
 1 1/2 tsp. baking soda
 1-1/2 C. white sugar
 1 T. distilled white vinegar
 2 eggs
 2 C. all-purpose flour
 1 C. buttermilk
 1/3 C. unsweetened cocoa
powder
 1 fl-oz. red food coloring
 1 tsp. salt
 1 tsp. vanilla extract
PREPARATION:
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Grease two 12 cup muffin pans or line with 20 pa2.

3.

per baking cups.

In a large bowl, beat the butter and sugar with an electric mixer until light and
fluffy. Mix in the eggs, buttermilk, red food coloring and vanilla. Stir in the baking
soda and vinegar. Combine the flour, cocoa powder and salt; stir into the batter
just until blended. Spoon the batter into the prepared cups, dividing evenly.
Bake in the preheated oven until the tops spring back when lightly pressed, 20 to
25 minutes. Cool in the pan set over a wire rack. When cool, arrange the cupcakes
on a serving platter and frost with desired frosting.

