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Greetings Customers!
As the year comes to a close let me take this opportunity to
thank all of our customers for supporting our District this past year
and allowing us to serve you with your electric needs. We are finishing
up a very successful year both operationally and financially that
will provide us with opportunities to provide you with superior
Neal Niedfeldt, President/CEO
customer service at a low cost in 2017.
2017 Budget and Work Plans
We have just completed the District’s Operating and Capital Improvements Budget
for 2017. We are projecting operating revenues to reach $95 million next year based on our
District’s energy sales continuing to grow about 1.5% each year. Our wholesale power
provider, NPPD, has announced a small wholesale power cost increase of about 0.6%. With
only a small increase in our other operating expenses, the District should produce adequate
margins to support our debt requirements and our capital investments.
With that said, the District has a very aggressive capital improvements program
scheduled for 2017. Our capital outlays in 2017 are scheduled to reach $21 million, including
upgrading 23 miles of subtransmission lines, constructing 3 new substations and proceeding
with the installation of a new automated meter reading system that will take a couple of
years to complete. All of our budget plans are structured to improve customer service and
the District’s efficiency while keeping rates low in the future.
2017 Rate Announcement
Perhaps the most important factor to you as a customer is the effect that our budget
and work plans have on the rates you pay. Over the past three years we have been able to
absorb small wholesale rate increases from NPPD by diligently working to control our other
operating expenses. Although we are planning for the completion of an aggressive work
plan, we are pleased to announce that there will be NO RATE INCREASE in 2017 marking the
fourth year in a row where we are able to keep rates the same for another year! As we work
through the upcoming year, we are committed to continuously seeking opportunities for
efficiencies that will minimize any further impact to your rates in the years to come.
Community and Customer Relations
In addition to establishing our financial and operational goals for the upcoming year,
we are looking forward to continuing our support of our customers and communities.
We have stepped up our efforts to communicate with our customers and have enjoyed
visiting with representatives from our communities. We will continue to provide energy
efficiency incentives to all customers to lower their energy usage and ultimately their monthly

bills. In 2016, we will provide close to $230,000 in such incentives! In addition, the District is
completing its second year of offering the OPERATION ROUND UP program. We are
pleased to report that over 12,000 accounts are participating in the program and the results of this effort have already put nearly $49,000 back into our communities. Grants have
provided funding for playgrounds, volunteer fire department equipment, school organizations and more.
In closing I would like to acknowledge the special business model of PUBLIC POWER
that we enjoy here in Nebraska and at Southern Public Power District. This system, distinct to
the State of Nebraska, places the focus on where it belongs, the customers! Our budgets
and work plans we prepare each year are not designed to provide profits for stockholders.
It is designed for YOU. Outstanding service at an affordable price is what you deserve and
we are here to deliver!
On behalf of the Board of Directors and employees of the
Southern Public Power District, we look forward to serving you in
2017. Have an enjoyable and safe December!

Achievements In Service

Please join us in congratulating the individuals featured on this page. These men have
reached a milestone in their employment with Southern Public Power District in 2016. In all,
these ten employees have provided a total of 150 years of service to our customers,
and represent a variety of roles in both lineman duties and technical support.

TRAVIS DAHLILN
5 YEARS

ANDREW NADEN
5 YEARS

JACK WELCH
5 YEARS

AARON BROWN
10 YEARS

MATT LOVEJOY
10 YEARS

Engineering Technician
Grand Island

Fleet Technician
Grand Island

Information Technology
Director
Grand Island

Engineering/Operations
Manager
Grand Island

Journeyman Lineman
Central City

SAM REINKE
10 YEARS

SETH SANDERSON
10 YEARS

CRAIG MALASEK
25 YEARS

JOHN OTT
35 YEARS

TOM SMITH
35 YEARS

Marketing Specialist
Grand Island

Journeyman Lineman
Hastings

Leadman
Central City

Electromechanical
Specialist
Grand Island

Leadman
Central City

Office Closures for Holiday Season
Southern Public Power District will close its offices on Monday, December 26th in recognition of
Christmas, and Monday, January 2nd, for the New Year Holiday. As always, linemen will remain
on call for power outages, should they occur. Outages may be reported by calling your local
office, or 888-484-2470.

Operation ROUND UP Presentations
Thank you to all of our customers participating in
the ROUND UP Program. Check out some of our
most recent recipients! We are now accepting
applications for the Fourth Quarter of 2016.
Visit www.southernpd.com/roundup to review
guidelines and download an application.

Minden Opera House

Chapman Volunteer Fire Department
Axtell Robotics Club

Wood River Parks & Recreation

Jensen Memorial Library

Kearney County Health Services

Doniphan Volunteer Fire & Quick Response
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If you have a healthy appetite for
managing your finances, we have a great
tool that gives you the POWER to manage
your SPD account. It’s called SmartHub, and it
delivers your:

ANDROID USERS

Billing, electrical usage and payment
history,
 Payment portal, with options for
credit/debit cards, electronic checks,
with NO FEES, and
 Quick entry for your monthly
meter reading


You can view all of this information and
complete your meter and billing transactions
with mobile and web apps, all in a secure environment.
For more information, talk to one of
our friendly customer service staff members
at 308-384-2350.

Scan this QR code to
access SmartHub in
the Android Market.

iOS USERS

Scan this QR code
to access SmartHub
in the Apple iTunes
App Store.

Last Call to Pick Up Your
Reserved Cookbook
If you reserved in advance a Special
Edition Anniversary Cookbook, we would like to
get that publication in your hands. Please stop in
by Friday, December 30th to pick up your book.
All reserved books that are not picked up by this
time will be dispersed to customers upon walk-in
request. Additional copies of the book are available to customers for $10 each.
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www.southernpd.com
This newsletter is published
as a service to Southern Power
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Comments or questions?
Contact: LeAnne Doose, editor
(308) 384-2350, 1-800-652-2013
PO Box 1687

Bacon Wrapped Green Beans
Recipe submitted by Mike & Jody Devore

INGREDIENTS:
1 pkg. bacon, cut in half
3 cans whole green beans, or
fresh beans pre-steamed for
about 15 minutes

2 T. soy sauce
1 c. brown sugar
1 tsp. garlic salt
1 stick butter

PREPARATION:



Melt together soy sauce, brown sugar, garlic salt and butter.
Pour mixture over beans, wrapped in bundles with bacon.
Place into a 9x13-inch dish. Let beans sit overnight. Bake at
350-degrees for 45 minutes to 1 hour.

