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Summer Projects

Summer is a time when major projects "ramp
up" for our lineworkers. We have seen steady
growth in usage over the years and in order to
meet your needs and growing expectations for service, our facilities need ongoing upgrades to keep
pace!
This summer, we are working toward the finish
line with a long-term project to install new metering
technology for all customers. This is a process that
has been ongoing since 2016. Additional technologies will be added going forward in order to help us
process the information collected at the meter to
more efficiently identify service issues, outages, and
more.
This summer our crews have also been working
on major construction projects in Kearney County.
Subtransmission lines have been upgraded near
the community of Axtell, and we have also completed one phase of a long-term project to convert Axtell's system from 4160 V to 12.5 kV. In other
words, the upgraded system will improve voltage
levels for the customers of Axtell. The town will also
be fed power from multiple locations, which provides the added benefit of reliability.

LIGHTING THE WAY

Lineworkers Rodeo:
August 25th

The Nebraska State Fair is coming
soon, and once again the Nebraska Lineworker’s Rodeo is on the list of activities
at this year’s fair! The Rodeo is the ultimate venue for public power lineworkers
to demonstrate their skills and knowledge
while competing within a range of categories that highlight their unique talents!
The event is slated this year for Saturday, August 25th beginning at 9:30 AM at
the Motorsports Track. Electric lineworkers
from across Nebraska will gather to showcase their skills and knowledge. Several
lineworkers from Southern Power District
will be competing this year and they enjoy and appreciate the support of spectators durng this event!
Come out and watch Nebraska’s
lineworkers perform the tasks they do on
a daily basis, along with a showcase of
their emergency and rescue skills. More
details for this event will be posted to the
Nebraska Lineworkers Rodeo Facebook
page, or at www.nelinerodeo.com.

Sights & Experiences: "Sculptor of The Prairie"

Some of Nebraska's history has been
made by the presence of remarkable people
who called our great state "home", either by
birth or perhaps a brief period of time spent
here along their life journeys.
In the 1800s, a young man who would
one day become a world-famous sculptor
worked on his family's ranch in Hall County.
His time in Nebraska is described in a historical
marker located along Nebraska Highway 2, five
miles west of Cairo.
Solon H. Borglum was the son of Danish
Mormon emigrants. The Borglum family moved
from Utah to Omaha and Fremont when Solon
was a child. In 1883 his father purchased land west of
Cairo, but the family moved to California where Solon
worked as a cowboy. Upon returning to Omaha in
1885, 17-year-old Solon began studies in painting.
Also, From 1885 until 1893, he managed his father's
cattle ranch, which was located to the east of the
current-day historical marker.
During his time on the ranch, he spent some of
his time working on sketches. Some of his works
included scenes from blizzards that occurred in 1891.
Artistic ability was a talent that was not unusual
for the Borglum family. In fact, Solon's older brother,
John Gutzon Borglum, was the sculptor of Mount
Rushmore in South Dakota.
In 1890, John visited his brother on the ranch and urged him to pursue his talents in art.
Solon left Nebraska in 1893 and began his studies in art. He shared a studio in California with
his brother, trained at the Cincinnati Art Academy where he exhibited horse sculptures, and
studied in Paris, France at the Académie Julian.
Through his course of study Solon transitioned from painting into sculpture. Many of his
creations featured cowboys, horses, and Indians and were largely inspired by his time spent
in Nebraska as a rancher. This experience earned him the title of "Sculptor of the Prairie".
Upon returning to the United States, he established a studio in New York City and started the School of American Sculpture in 1920, where he taught until his death in 1920.
Many of Solon's works are displayed across the United States. Some of his notable
works include the John Brown Gordon statue on the ground of the Georgia State Capitol,
Buffalo and Bears in Leonard Gordon Park in Jersey City, New Jersey, Soldiers and Sailors Victory Monument in Downtown Jersey City and many more.

High Efficiency Heat Pump Program

Your heating and cooling system is likely the largest single
user of energy in your home. If you upgrade your heating/cooling system to an energy efficient heat pump, we have some
incentives available for you.
As an SPD customer, you are eligible for BOTH the EnergyWise and SPD Incentives outlined in the chart below.
When you choose to improve your home’s efficiency with
a heat pump, you will be required to have a performance verification completed in order to qualify for your incentive. This will
assure that your heat pump is operating properly and assure the
energy savings you deserve.
CRITERIA

RECIPIENT

ENERGYWISE
INCENTIVE*

SOUTHERN
INCENTIVE

Air Source Heat Pump

15-15.9 SEER
12.5 EER, 8.5 HSPF

Home Owner

$200

$100

Air Source Heat Pump

16-17.9 SEER,
12.5 EER, 8.5 HSPF

Home Owner

$400

$200

Air Source Heat Pump

18+ SEER
12.5 EER, 8.5 HSPF

Home Owner

$600

$300

Air Source Heat Pump

Variable
Capacity

Home Owner

$600

$300

Multi-Stage

Home Owner

$400

$200

ANY EER

Home Owner

$1,200

$400

35 EER, 5.0 COP

Home Owner

$1,700

$400

Performance Verification within
10%**

Heating/
Cooling
Contractor

$50

N/A

SYSTEM TYPE

Air Source Heat Pump

(More than 2 stages)

Water Source Heat Pump
1 or 2 Stage
Variable Capacity
Ground Source Heat Pump
All Heat Pumps

How Americans Use Electricity At Home
Electricity is an essential part of modern life. Last
year, the use of electricity in the United States was 13
times greater than electricity use in 1950. The latest data
from the US Energy Information Administration shows the
combined use of clothes washers and dryers, computers,
dishwashers, small appliances and other electrical equipment accounts for 40 percent of electricity consumption
in American homes.
SOURCE: EIA, Annual Energy Outlook 2018.
1Includes

consumption for heat and operating furnace fans and boiler pumps.
miscellaneous appliances, clothes washers and dryers, computers
and related equipment, stoves, dishwashers, heating elements and motors.
2Includes
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Two SPD linemen have
recently transitioned to a new
working team and duties.
Taylor Cook has accepted a
position working with the
Grand Island service area and
will begin serving customers
within this service region. He
has been employeed with
Southern for nearly four years
and has provided excellent
TAYLOR COOK
JOHN GITS
service with our District
Construction Crew.
John Gits will be transitioning from our Central City service
area to the District Construction crew, which is based out of Grand
Island. John has been a valuable asset to Southern as a lineworker for two years, and prior to his service in this full-time role, he had
demonstrated his hard working skills as a tree trimmer.
We wish both of these men the best in their new roles!

Update Your Contact Information
The process to report a power outage becomes much easier if you have provided us with
your current contact information. Please review
the phone numbers, email address and other information on your billing statement. If you have any
updates to provide, please contact our Customer
Services Department.

PORK MARSALA

This newsletter is published
as a service to Southern
Power District’s customers.
Comments or questions?
Contact:
LeAnne Doose
Public Relations Manager
Southern Power District
PO Box 1687
Grand Island, NE 68802-1687

INGREDIENTS:
• 1/3 c. all-purpose flour
• 1/4 tsp. salt
• 1/4 tsp. garlic salt
• 3/4 tsp. garlic powder
• 1/2 tsp. dried oregano
• 1 lb. boneless pork loin chops,
pounded thin
• 3 T. butter
• 1/4 c. olive oil
DIRECTIONS:

• 2 c. sliced fresh mushrooms
• 1 teaspoon minced garlic
• 1 cup Marsala wine

Mix flour, salt, garlic salt, garlic powder, and oregano together in a medium
bowl. Add pork chops, and toss until well coated.
Heat butter and olive oil in a large skillet over medium heat. Place pork in skillet
in a single layer, and cook, turning occasionally, until brown on both sides. Add
mushrooms and minced garlic; cook and stir briefly.
Stir in wine, scraping the skillet to loosen any brown bits. Cover and simmer over
medium heat until pork is tender and sauce is thickened, about 15 minutes. If
sauce is too thick, adjust by stirring in a small amount of wine.

